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 Special Meeting of Board of Directors
March 22, 2018
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________                                      
CALL TO ORDER

Expulsion/Dismissal Hearing Called to order 9:00am
PUBLIC FORUM

READING OF MINUTES

FINANCE ITEMS
ITEMS FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
Student Infraction documentation given to Board of Directors.  Discussion about documentation. (see attached)
James Higdon asked if parents would like to say anything.

Student’s Mother stated information about home life 

Student’s Father stated he was unaware of situation at Mom’s home until recently. Dad also stated that student had a pocket knife at home for camping, fishing, etc. Dad stated that knife was at his house and that he thought student accidentally picked up knife and threw into backpack to take back to Mom’s house. Dad also stated that if he would have known knife was in backpack, he would have taken it out before he exited his vehicle at school.

Discussion about daily search of backpacks.  

Mrs. Bailey asked student about Mrs. Myrick searching backpack after metal detector sounded and seeming nervous and hovering over Mrs. Myrick as she searched.  

Mom stated student had several backpacks previously due to going back and forth to Mom and Dad’s houses where he carried different items back and forth.  Mom stated she thought student was confused about which backpack to put knife into then Mom said they had recently decided to use only one backpack.

Student stated he was keeping knife on himself for protection due to being scared at Mom’s house.  
Cara Williams- I am concerned about knife being carried on student daily and he knowingly put into backpack and knowing that he was going to go through metal detectors and be searched.  Mrs. Williams also stated that she was concerned about student’s safety due to the fact he thinks he needs to carry a knife daily at Mom’s house.  

James Higdon asked about any other previous referrals. Dean Wiggins stated that student has recently lost his temper with a teacher and was disrespectful. 

Student stated “He didn’t meant to bring it to school and was sorry for what he did.”

Dad asked student if he felt safe at school.  Is he afraid of any staff, teacher or student?  Would he ever bring a weapon to school to hurt someone?  Is previous outburst and bringing knife to show to someone at school to prove a point?

Student stated he didn’t think about going to school next day, just thinking about getting knife back to Mom’s house.  

Dad stated again that he thought bringing the knife to school was an accident.

Mrs. Bailey stated that we have a policy at school that allows students who accidentally bring something from home to go straight to the office, tell staff, and then turn in the item with no repercussions.  At no time did student say anything about accidentally bringing the knife to school.  
Cara Williams stated she was concerned because student knew he would be taking backpack through metal detectors.  She also asked why the change of school and what was student’s previous school record.

Mom stated she remarried and moved close to BAS.  

Student stated he likes BAS and wants to remain here.  At a previous date, he did want to go back to Ransom, but now wants to stay at Beulah Academy.

Parents also stated that Mom would be reaching out to pastor for counseling and that student would start spending more time at Dad’s house until situation at Mom’s house was better.  Parents and student escorted out of office.
 Board Deliberated to look over all the information presented. 

  Parents and student return to meeting. Meeting resumed. 
James Higdon stated that one of the toughest things we do as a Board is to recommend expulsion from Beulah Academy.  The Board is making this recommendation for the safety of all the other children attending school.  We never want to dismiss a child from our school.  We cannot allow this at our school.  

James Higdon talked directly to student- “Talk to your parents.  If you’re scared at one parent’s house, talk to the other parent.  Carrying a knife as a weapon to protect your self vs cutting fishing line or whittling wood, etc, means you’re looking at the knife as a weapon.  As a school, we must take this seriously.  You should not have to carry anything for protection as a child.  Mr. Higdon also stated that the process for dismissal is that the court liaison will decide on attendance to another Escambia County School District school.  We feel terrible, but we must set a precedence on this matter.  This is effective today.” 
Mom asked if he can re-enroll in Ransom.

Mrs. Bailey again stated that the Court Liaison will evaluate. There will be a process before he can be enrolled at another school.   We must notify the district of the expulsion due to bringing a weapon to school. If you have any other questions, please feel free to contact me.  

ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
NEW BUSINESS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next meeting scheduled April 13, 2018 at 9:00am

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned 10:20am.
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